Does diabetes protect the femoral artery against atherosclerosis?
To compare the extent of angiographically detected stenoses in different segments of the lower leg arteries in diabetics and nondiabetics. The study group consisted of 60 nondiabetic and 38 diabetic patients with lower extremity disease and no previous vascular interventions. Arterial lesions were analysed by digital subtraction angiography (DSA). The patients were evaluated by walking distance and ankle-brachial index (ABI) and the reason for hospitalization was recorded. Statistically significantly fewer stenoses were found in the superficial femoral artery in diabetics than in nondiabetics. Although a tendency to more diffuse changes in crural arteries was found, no statistically significant difference were found in other segments of the lower leg arteries apart from the femoral arteries. Judging from the present results there are fewer angiographically detectable stenoses in the superficial arteries in diabetics than nondiabetics.